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SUB J : REQUEST FOR INFO ON AFGHAN REFUGEES FROM UNHCR 

1 . UNDP DEPUTY RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE HANS VON SPONECK, WHO ACTS 
FOR THE UNHCR IN PAKISTAN, CALLED ON DCM AUGUST 13 TO ASK FOR 
ANY INFORMATION WE HAD ON THE NUMBER OF AFGHAN REFUGEES COMING 
OVER THE BORDER INTO PAKISTAN. VON SPONECK SAID THAT ON AUGUST 3 
HE WAS CONTACTED BY A GROUP CALLING ITSELF THE JAMIAT-I-ISLAMI OF 
AFGHANISTAN, AND WAS GIVEN A LETTER FROM THE GROUP ADDRESSED TO 
UN SECGEN WALDHEIM. THE MISSIVE CONTAINS THE STANDARD RIGHT-WING 
POSITION ON THE APRIL COUP, AND STRONGLY CONDEMNS THE PRESENT 
REGIME IN KABUL. (COPY OF LETTER BEING POUCHED TO KABUL.) 

2. VON SPONECK SAID THE GROUP RAISED THE ISSUE OF AFGHAN 
REFUGEES. THE JAMIAT DELEGATION SAID THAT THERE ARE NOW "MANY 
REFUGEES" IN THE TRIBAL AREAS WHO NEED MATERIAL ASSISTANCE, AND 
THAT IF THE UN WOULD CONSIDER ESTABLISHING A FULL REFUGEE 
PROGRAM, THEY WOULD PROVIDE TO THE UN THE NAMES OF MANY MORE 
NEEDY AFGHANS LIVING IN THE TRIBAL BELT. VON SPONECK TOLD THE 
JAMIAT DELEGATION THAT HE WOULD TRANSMIT THE LETTER TO THE UN, 

BUT COULD MAKE NO PROMISES. HE FORWARDED THE LETTER TO GENEVA, 
AND HAS RECEIVED A RESPONSE FROM UNHCR ASKING FOR A FULLER 
ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION. 
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3. VON SPONECK ASKED IF WE COULD SHED ANY LIGHT ON: 

-THE COMPOSITION AND BACKGROUND OF THE JAMIAT-I-ISLAMI OF 
AFGHANISTAN; 

-THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES THAT HAVE COME TO PAKISTAN'S TRIBAL 
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AREAS SINCE THE COUP. 

4. WE HAVE LITTLE INFORMATION ON EITHER COUNT, BUT NOTED THAT 
DETERMINING AN EXACT NUMBER OF REFUGEES, GIVEN TRADITIONAL 
MIGRATION AND THE NOTORIOUSLY POROUS BORDER, WOULD BE VIRTUALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE. WE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT IF A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF 
REFUGEES HAD ARRIVED FROM AFGHANISTAN, THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN 
NOTICED BY NOW. WE AGREED TO QUERY EMBASSY KABUL FOR THEIR BEST 
ESTIMATES. 

5. FYI. VON SPONECK HAS ALSO APPROACHED THE BRITISH HERE, WHO 
WERE UNABLE TO ADD MUCH MORE. HE HAS ALSO CONTACTED THE MFA'S 
AFGHAN DESK. WHERE HE GOT THE DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT A GOP 
POLICY ON REFUGEES HAS YET TO BE FORMULATED. HE FELT THAT IF THE 
UN GOT INTO A REFUGEE PROGRAM OF SOME DESCRIPTION, THEY WOULD 
REQUIRE GOP APPROVAL. HE NOTED THAT GOP WOULD OF COURSE BE 
RELUCTANT FOR POLITICAL REASONS TO UNDERTAKE AN EXTENSIVE REFUGEE 
PROGRAM, ALTHOUGH IT MIGHT BE WILLING TO GIVE APPROVAL TO A UN 
EFFORT IF THE NEED AROSE. 

6. FOR KABUL: WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION YOU HAVE WHICH WE 
COULD PASS TO VON SPONECK ON THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES, AND ANY 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON THE JAMIAT-I-ISLAMI OF AFGHANISTAN. 
HUMMEL 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES, INFORMATION EXCHANGE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 15 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ISLAMA07934 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780334-0279 
Format: TEL 
From: ISLAMABAD 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780864/aaaacbfh.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 200b8663-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION HA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1739634 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REQUEST FOR INFO ON AFGHAN REFUGEES FROM UNHCR 
TAGS: PINT, PEPR, SREF, PK, AF, UNHCR 
To: KABUL 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/200b8663-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



